UNIVERSITY  OF 
ILLINOIS  LIBRARY 
AT  URBANA-UHAMPAIGN 
ACES 


Lion 

G7AZ<- 
A /o.3o 


A6* 


Reference  u** 

> Agricultural  Lie 

BULLETIN 

Georgia  State  College  of  Agriculture 

Andrew  M.  Soule,  President 

Extension  Division 

J.  Phil  Campbell,  Director 


Athens,  Ga.  OCTOBER,  1916  Circular  30 


Co-operative  Extension  Work  in  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics,  Georgia  State  College  of 
Agriculture  and  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  co-operating 


Beautifying  the  Rural  Home 


G.  N.  Keyser  of  Department  of  Horticulture 
E.  G.  Welch  of  Dept,  of  Agr.  Engineering 


Model  Farmstead. 


This  circular  contains  pictures  and  plans  of  a model  farmstead 
of  2%  acres,  and  a model  town  lot  of  nine  tenths  of  an  acre  in  ex- 
tent. These  may  be  taken  as  a basis  on  which  to  develop  Georgia 
homes.  Many  cannot  afford  to  put  a great  deal  of  money  into  the 
development  of  the  farmstead  or  town  lot  at  one  time,  but  the 
foundations  for  future  development  may  be  easily  laid. 

First  the  location  and  arrangement  of  buildings,  roadways,  gar- 
den, orchard  and  other  necessary  features  of  the  town  or  country 
home  should  be  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  efficiency,  economy 
and  proper  landscape  development. 


Plan  for  Model  Farmstead. 

Buildings  designed  by  Department  Agricultural  Engineering— Landscape  by 
Department  of  Horticulture. 
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The  Farmstead — Its  Location  and  Arrangement  of  Buildings 

1.  The  farmstead  should  be  located  centrally  in  relation  to  the 
cultivated  fields. 

2.  It  should  be  large  enough  to  give  a good  expanse  of  lawn  for 
the  home. 

3.  It  should  be  located  on  an  elevation  so  as  to  get  free  circula- 
tion of  air  and  good  drainage,  but  if  the  water  supply  is  from  a 
spring  it  is  preferable  to  place  the  house  below  the  spring. 

4.  It  should  be  located  so  as  to  be  easily  accessible  to  town, 
school,  and  church. 

5.  The  house  should  be  at  least  100  feet  from  the  public  road  to 
be  out  of  range  of  dust  and  to  be  more  private. 

6.  The  barn  should  be  100  feet  or  more  to  the  rear  of  the  house 
and  in  an  opposite  direction  from  the  prevailing  winds. 

7.  The  other  farm  buildings,  such  as  hog  house,  implement  shed, 
poultry  house,  etc.,  should  be  grouped  close  enough  to  the  barn  to 
make  the  carrying  of  feed,  and  the  work  among  the  stock  as  easy 
as  possible. 

8.  The  poultry  house  can  be  located  nearer  the  house  than  the 
hog  house. 

9.  The  barnyard,  hog  yard  and  poultry  yard  should  face  away 
from  the  house. 

10.  The  smoke  house,  shop  and  garage  should  be  convenient  to 
both  house  and  barn. 

11.  An  orchard  and  garden  of  sufficient  size  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  family  should  be  provided. 

The  Farm  Buildings 

The  buildings  shown  in  the  accompanying  pictures  of  the  model 
farmstead  may  be  taken  as  types  that  are  particularly  well  adapted 
to  Georgia  conditions. 

A.  The  house  has  seven  rooms,  among  them  a well  lighted  and 
ventilated  living  room  and  a well  lighted  and,  cool  kitchen. 

B.  The  barn  is  designed  to  stable  6 head  of  horses  or  mules  and 
8 cows  with  room  for  feed  and  pens  for  young  stock,  with  a loft 
of  approximately  125  tons  capacity.  The  silo  is  of  60  tons  capacity. 

C.  The  implement  shed  for  storing  the  farm  machinery,  if  ad- 
ded to  the  list  of  farm  buildings,  will  decrease  the  depreciation  on 
implements. 

D.  The  hog  house  will  take  care  of  12  sows  during  the  farrowing 
season. 

E.  The  poultry  house  will  accommodate  from  70  to  80  hens. 

F.  The  smoke  house  has  sufficient  capacity  for  the  average  farm. 

G.  The  garage  will  house  one  automobile  and  has  a work  shop 
connecting. 

H.  A fence  is  provided  the  farmstead  on  the  field  sides,  also 
around  the  poultry  yard,  barn  yard,  hog  yard  and  garden. 

The  following  are  the  outside  dimensions  and  approximate  costs 


of  all  the  farm  buildings:  House  40x52  feet,  $1500.;  barn  40x66, 
$700.;  silo  12x26,  $175.;  implement  shed,  16x32,  $50.;  hog  house, 
28x50,  $300.;  poultry  house  12x20,  $60.;  smoke  house  10x21,  $75.; 
garage  20x32,  $125.;  105  rods  of  fencing  and  6 gates,  $100:  Total 

$3085. 

Beautifying  the  Farmstead 

The  greatest  improvement  to  the  appearance  of  the  farmstead 
will  come  with  the  proper  laying  out  of  the  roads  and  walks,  so  as 


Front  Vieiv  Model  Farmstead. 


to  be  convenient  to  the  house,  barn  and  other  buildings;  allowing 
a wide  expanse  of  lawn  in  front  of  the  house;  making  a good  lawn, 
and  proper  planting  of  trees  and  shrubs.  Some  of  the  important 
points  brought  out  in  the  model  farmstead  are  as  follows: 


1.  A wide  expanse  of  well  laid  sod,  unbroken  by  flower  beds, 
trees,  or  shrubs  dotted  here  and  there,  is  the  first  requisite. 

2.  The  planting  of  shrubs  and  vines  around  the  house  and  other 
buildings  to  hide  the  foundations  and  to  make  the  buildings  blend 
better  with  the  landscape  is  also  very  necessary.  Along  with  this, 
the  use  of  proper  paint  colors  on  the  buildings  is  important. 

3.  Shrubs  should  be  grouped  around  the  edges  of  the  lawn,  thus 


acting  as  a frame  to  the  picture,  rather  than  dotted  premiscuously 
over  it.  - 

4.  The  use  of  groups  of  low  growing  shrubs  at  corners  where 
roads  and  walks  meet  is  also  recommended. 

5.  A hedge  along  the  public  road  not  only  makes  a pleasing  ter- 


Sicle  View  Farmstead. 


mination  to  the  lawn  but  it  adds  more  to  the  landscape  of  the  high- 
way than  a fence  or  wall  of  wood,  iron,  or  stone,  and  acts  as  a bar- 
rier to  dust. 

6.  Nothing  adds  more  to  the  landscape  of  any  section  than  plant- 
ings of  trees  along  highways.  If  possible,  trees  of  one  specie  should 
be  planted  along  the  entire  length  of  the  property  bordering  the 


Front  View  Model  Town  Home. 


public  road.  At  least,  plant  that  part  bordering  the  farmstead.  Trees 
also  act  as  great  barriers  to  dust. 

7.  With  the  footpath  to  the  house  from  the  road  placed  at  the 
side  we  get  the  desired  unbroken  front  lawn. 

8.  The  road  should  be  built  so  that  it  will  serve  as  carriage  road 


and  foot  path  to  the  house  and  barn.  If  it  is  a clay  road,  sanding 
the  surface  will  make  it  more  serviceable  and  durable. 

9.  Place  trees  along  the  border  of  the  farmstead  so  that  they 
will  shield  from  view  objectionable  spots  on  the  distant  landscape. 

10.  Shade  trees  at  the  corners  of  the  house  will  shade  the  house 
and  porch  sufficiently  and  yet  allow  some  sunshine  and  a good  circu- 
lation of  air.  Placed  in  this  manner  they  do  not  break  the  view  from 
the  house. 

11.  Other  trees  are  necessary  for  shade  and  to  act  as  blinds  for 
buildings  on  the  place. 

12.  Flowers  are  very  essential  to  add  color  to  the  landscape  and 
provide  cut  flowers  for  the  house.  Place  in  beds  at  the  edge  of  the 
lawn  and  at  the  front  of  the  shrub  borders,  rather  than  in  beds 
scattered  over  the  lawn. 


Rear  View  Model  Town  Home. 

13.  A grape  arbor  built  over  the  walk  to  the  barn  can  be  used 
for  the  growing  of  the  grape  crop  and  as  shade. 

14.  The  roadway  in  front  of  the  barn  should  be  wide  enough  to 
make  turning  around  of  vehicles  easy. 

15.  If  placed  to  the  side  of  the  house  the  orchard  will  add  more 
to  the  view  from  the  house  than  the  barn  and  other  buildings  would 
if  placed  there. 

16.  The  garden  should  be  handy  to  the  kitchen  and  close  to  the 
barn  so  that  its  cultivation  may  be  better  assured. 

17.  The  garden  is  not  complete  without  a cold  frame  and  hot 
bed  for  growing  plants  and  crops  out  of  season. 

18.  The  barn  yard  and  hog  yard  should  have  sufficient  shade  for 
the  stock  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

19.  The  chicken  yard  also  needs  shade.  Under  most  conditions 
it  is  economical  to  use  fruit  trees  such  as  fig,  peach  and  plum. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  development  is:  Shade  trees,  $16.; 
shrubs,  $60.;  hedge,  $15.;  fruit  trees,  $9.;  plants  and  seeds  for 
garden,  50x100  feet,  $5.;  preparation  of  lawn,  and  laying  out  and 


sanding  roads  and  walks,  $75.;  construction  of  arbor,  $20.;  construc- 
tion of  hot  bed  and  cold  frame,  $40.:  Total,  $240.  Total  cost  of 
farmstead  $3325,  besides  the  cost  of  land. 

Town  Home 

Much  of  that  which  has  been  said  regarding  the  development 
of  the  farmstead  is  also  applicable  to  the  town  lot.  The  number  of 
buildings  necessary  in  town  will  of  course  be  limited  to  a house 
and  a garage  or  stable.  The  model  of  the  town  development  pictured 
here,  features  a house  40x48  feet  which  could  be  erected  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  $2500,  and  a garage  20x25  feet  which  will  accom- 
modate 2 cars  and  a work  shop,  and  could  be  erected  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  $250.  More  costly  buildings  are  usually  figured  on 
in  town  than  in  country  developments.  A formal  flower  garden  with 
sun  dial,  is  a feature  not  arranged  for  in  the  country  development. 
This  arrangement  of  flower  beds  requires  more  labor  to  keep  in 
order  than  flowers  placed  in  border  beds  in  front  of  the  shrubs. 
The  same  suggestions  for  the  building  of  walks  and  roads  previous- 
ly given,  will  hold  true  for  this  development;  however,  walks  of 
concrete  and  roads  of  macadam  or  of  similar  material,  are  to  be  pre- 
fered  where  they  can  be  afforded. 

The  number  of  fruit  trees  and  their  arrangement  at  the  back  of 
the  lot  are  of  necessity  different  from  that  on  the  farmstead  because 
of  the  limited  area.  Separating  the  vegetable  garden  from  the 
flower  garden  and  the  rest  of  the  property,  is  a hedge,  another  dis- 
tinct feature.  In  this  plan  the  grape  arbor  is  located  at  the  end  of 
the  flower  bed  and  will  serve  for  a summer  house.  No.  10  shows 
the  use  of  evergreens  for  shade  and  as  a blind. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  landscape  development  is:  Fruit  trees, 
$4;  shade  trees,  $18;  shrubs,  $42;  hedge,  $11;  vegetable  seeds  and 
plants,  $5;  cold  frame  and  hot  bed  complete,  $40;  preparation  of 
lawn  and  laying  out  of  roads  and  walks  and  sanding  the  same,  $100; 
preparation  and  planting  flower  garden,  $30;  arbor  and  sun  dial, 
$25;  40  rods  of  fencing,  $40:  Total,  $315.  Total  cost  of  town  lot 
outside  of  land,  $3065. 

For  further  information  and  help  concerning  buildings  apply  to 
the  Agricultural  Engineering  Department,  Georgia  State  College  of 
Agriculture,  Athens,  Ga. 

As  the  climatic  and  soil  conditions  of  Georgia  are  so  varied,  a 
list  of  desirable  trees  and  shrubs  is  not  given  in  this  circular.  For 
planting  lists  and  landscape  advice,  apply  to  the  Horticultural 
Department,  Georgia  State  College  of  Agriculture,  Athens,  Ga. 
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